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about the speculative grounds and many of the prac-
tical details of religion. But it was natural for him,
on an occasion like this, reviewing the past and con-
necting it with the present, to dwell on these differ-
ences. He repeated once more, and made it the
keynote of his address, his old protest against
"Liberalism in religion," the "doctrine that there is
no positive truth in religion, but one creed is as
good as another." He lamented the decay of the
power of authority, the disappearance of religion
from the sphere of political influence, from education,
from legislation. He deplored the increasing im-
possibility of getting men to work together on a
common religious basis. He pointed out the increas-
ing seriousness and earnestness of the attempts to
"supersede, to block out religion," by an imposing
and high morality, claiming to dispense with it.

He dwelt on the mischief and dangers; he ex-
pressed, as any Christian would, his fearlessness and
faith in spite of them; but do we gather, even from
such a speaker, and on such an occasion, anything of
the remedy ? The principle of authority is shaken,
he tells us; what can he suggest to restore it ? He
under-estimates, probably, the part which authority
plays, implicitly yet very really, in English popular
religion, much more in English Church religion; and
authority, even in Rome, is not everything, and does
not reach to every subject. But authority in our
days can be nothing without real confidence in it;
and where confidence in authority has been lost, it